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Abstract 

The study examined the extent of the community involvement in the 
provision of fund in the administration of public secondary Schools in 
Enugu State. One research question and one null hypothesis guided 
the study. Descriptive survey research design employing simple 
random techniques was used to sample 7211 of all the principals and 
classroom teachers from both rural and Urban Schools in Enugu 
State. Out of which 702 respondents responded to the study. The 
instrument used for data collection was questionnaire. The 
questionnaire was face validated by experts in the field of education, a 
reliability of .69 was obtained using cronchbach alpha method of 
determining internal consistency of the instrument. The research 
question was answered using mean and grand mean while the 
hypothesis was tested using t. test statistics. The result revealed that 
extent of community involvement in the provision of fund in public 
secondary schools in Enugu state was low. Significant differences did 
not exist in the mean perception scores of principals and teachers 
regarding the extent of community involvement in provision of fund in 
public secondary schools in Enugu State. It was recommended among 
others that the Enugu state Chapter of All Nigeria Conference of 
Principals (ANCOPSS) should encourage their members to attend 
seminars/workshops/conferences where they will be exposed to erudite 
scholars in the education industry. 
 
Education forms the bedrock for all round development of any nation. It is a 

sensitive sector that needs to be handled with care because of its role in the 
advancement and development of other sector cannot be over-emphasized. Ogbonnaya 
(2012) observed that education enriches individual’s knowledge and develops his  
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potentials. Thus, education is the greatest legacy any parent can bequeath to a child. 
Education at secondary school level is defined by Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004) 
as the form of education children receive after primary education and before the 
tertiary stage. The broad aims of secondary education as stated in the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria (2004) include preparation for useful living within the society and 
preparation for higher education. In the policy documents, it is stated that government 
welcomes the involvement of voluntary agencies and communities in the establishment 
and management of secondary schools. This is because the provision of education has 
become very expensive not to be left for the government alone. In Nigeria and indeed 
in many other African Countries, the typical image of a community is that of a medium 
sized rural village with a close knit group of inhabitants largely self-contained with 
everybody knowing and standing in accepted relationship with one another Amujiri, 
(2000). 
 

Nwangwu (2009), observed that a school does not exist in isolation. It exists in 
social setting, in other words, it is an integral part of the community in which it is 
situated. This therefore means that the community as well as the general public in one 
way or the other owns and supports the school. He further stated that as a result of this 
support, these people deserve to be informed on regular basis on the progress and 
activities of the school. Both the schools and the community have tremendous 
influence on the character and behavior of the youths. The school as well as the 
community should understand and appreciate the need for mutual co-existence. There 
is, therefore, absolute need to create opportunity and forum where views on school 
policies programmes, activities are discussed. In the same vein, Njoka (2003) observed 
that a community is a body of people living in the same locality and having a common 
cultural and historical heritage and the willingness to work together. He identified 
some of the agencies within the communities through which effective and efficient 
school community relationship are maintained. They include Parents Teacher 
Association (PTA), School Based Management Committee (SBMC), social clubs, old 
student’s Association, Board of Governors and Women Association. Administration is 
generally defined as the process of working with and through others to efficiently 
accomplish an organizational goal (Aguba, 2009). In the words of Veigin Olewe, 
(2007), sees administration as a determined action taken in pursuit of conscious 
purpose. It is the systematic ordering of affairs and the calculated use of resources, 
aimed at making those things happen, which we want to happen simultaneously 
preventing developments that fails to square with our attention. It is the marshaling of 
available labour and materials in order to gain that which is desired at the harvest cost 
of energy, time and money. Sequel to this, public secondary schools used in this study 
refer to all the secondary schools that are owned, financed and managed by the Enugu 
State government. The school is the agent of socialization after the home. Therefore, 
the school exists for the community and the community exists and acts as clients to the 
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school. This is because without the community, there would not be the school. The 
need for community involvement was made obvious by Igbo in Nwangwu (2007), 
where she stated that: Many stakeholders in education are now interested in the affairs 
of the school. They want to know how the naira they have paid for their children or 
wards is spent. Apart from this, they want to be involved in school activities; they want 
to know what the school is doing, why it is doing it and where it is doing it. This 
explains why school administrators should not only establish school- community 
relations but also reinforce it from time to time. Thus, there are a lot of problems and 
issues in the school that the community could help the school administrators to resolve 
and provision of fund is one of them.  
 

Funding in this study is defined to include the act of providing resources, 
usually inform of money (financially), or other values such as effort, time, (sweat 
equity), for a project, a person, a business or any other private or public institutions. 
Funding of education in Nigeria in general and in Enugu state in particular has 
generated a lot of controversies. These controversies are anchored on the premise that 
education is poorly funded. For improved school based performance, Nwangwu cited 
in Okenwa (2013) noted that funds are continuously needed for building new 
classrooms, rehabilitating existing facilities to prevent further depreciation, providing 
basic furniture as well as instructional materials, aids and packages, providing libraries 
for schools, improving teacher salaries and paying these salaries regularly in order to 
motivate staff and training and retraining teachers to enable them acquire new skills 
necessary for utilizing instructional materials and packages. In Enugu state, Eze in Odo 
(2007) was of the view that government alone appears unable to meet the financial 
demands of schools which make the involvement of community in school funding 
imperative especially in the face of increasing cost of education and aggravated by 
apparently uncontrollable inflationary trend. Describing the financial problems facing 
Nigeria educational enterprise, he pointed that education in Nigeria is in serious 
financial crisis which threaten its collapse. 
 
 In the same vein, Okeke (2008) advocated that all problems facing our 
educational system boil down to a crucial factor - inadequate funding. He advised that 
the private sector, communities and industrialists could help by contributing in cash 
and kind instead of organizing lavish end of year party that creates ripples for years in 
the society. He pointed out that funding of projects can be carried out through donation 
of money, equipment in laboratories and workshops, erection of building or any other 
forms of useful materials in the secondary schools.  Air waves and print media are on 
daily basis inundated with reports on high incidence of mass failure of secondary 
school students in various examinations conducted by West Africa Examination 
Council (WAEC), National examination Council (NECO) and the Joint Admission and 
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Matriculation Board (JAMB). Personal experience has shown that the ugly situation is 
necessitated by poor provision of fund in most secondary schools in Enugu State. 

 
All this points to the fact that government can no longer bear the burden alone. 

The community is expected to be actively involved in the administration of secondary 
schools but what remains uncertain is the extent of their involvement. This forms the 
problem of the study, which focuses on the extent of community involvement in the 
provision of fund in the administration of public secondary schools in Enugu State. 
 
Purpose of the Study  

The purpose of this study was to assess the extent of community involvement 
in the provision of fund in the administration of public secondary schools in Enugu 
State. Specifically, the study sought to:  
Investigate the extent of community involvement in the provision of fund in the 
administration of public secondary schools in Enugu State. 
 
Research Question 

To what extent is the community involved in the provision of fund in the 
administration of public secondary schools in Enugu State. 
 
Hypothesis 

The course of this study, a hypothesis was tested at .05 level of significance 
and an appropriate degree of freedom. 
There is no significance difference in the mean perception score of principals and 
teachers on the extent of community involvement in the provision of fund. 
 
Method  

The design employed for the study was descriptive survey research designed 
because it concentrated on discussing events as they were without any interference on 
what was observed. The population for study was 7211 of principals and classroom 
teachers from rural and urban schools in Enugu State.  
 
 The instrument for data collection was eight itemed four point scale response 
option questionnaire, with response format of very great extent (VGE), great extent 
(GE) low extent (LE) very low extent (VLE) and a numerical value of 4, 3, 2 and 1 
respectively. The instrument was validated by three experts in the field of education. 
Based on their comments, some items were reconstructed. The reliability of instrument 
was determined using croanbach’s alpha formula and internal consistency reliability 
co-efficient of .69 was obtained. The questionnaire was administered to the principals 
and classroom teachers during their monthly meetings in their various schools with the 
help of 6 trained research assistants.  
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 The research question was analyzed using mean and grand mean, while the 
hypothesis was tested at .05 level of significance using t-test statistics. The decision 
rule was as follows. 

 
Any item with mean 2.50 and above was regarded as great extent which shows 

that the community is involved in the provision of fund in the administration of public 
secondary schools to a great extent. While those below 2.50 were regarded as low 
extent, which indicates that community are involved in the provision of fund to a low 
extent. 
 
Where the calculated t-value was equal or greater than the critical value of t, the null 
hypothesis was rejected, but if less than the critical t- value, it was not rejected. 
 
Results 

The results of the data analysis were presented in tables according to research 
questions and hypothesis. 
 
Research Question 

To what extent is the community involved in the provision of fund in the 
administration of public secondary schools in Enugu State. 
 
Table 1: Mean Scores of Respondents on Extent of Community Involvement in 
Provision of Fund in the Administration of Public Secondary Schools in Enugu 
State 
S/N Items  x SD Decision 

1 The community is involved the supervision of financial 
activities 

 

1.47 0.57 LE 

2 Members of the community donate financially to the school 

 

1.98 0.96 LE 

3 Assist in the payment of resource teachers’ salaries 2.41 1.02 LE 

 

4 The collection of education levies from members of 
community 

1.41 0.52 LE 
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5 The community assists the school in planning for revenue 
yielding activities like farming. 

1.67 0.77 LE 

6 The community rejects invitations of the sale of school farm 
produce 

 

2.10 0.92 LE 

7 Community contributes to the school funding  1.81 0.86 LE 

 

8 The community donates money to buying school library books 

 

1.67 0.73 LE 

 N= 702                      Grand Mean 1.82 0.87 LE 

 
 
The data on Table 1 shows that of the 8 items, the respondents affirmed to a 

little extent that the community involvement in the provision of funds in the 
administration of public secondary schools in Enugu State is to a little extent. These 8 
items in accordance with the decision rule are below the cut-off point of 2.50. The SD 
shows little variability of the respondents score. This is indicative that there is 
homogeneity in their response for the items raised. 
 

The table further showed that a grand mean of 1.82 was obtained. This is an 
indication that community involvement in the provision of fund in the administration 
of public secondary schools in Enugu State was to a low extent. 
 
Testing of Null Hypothesis  

There is no significant difference in the mean perception scores of principals 
and teachers on the extent of community involvement in funding of public secondary 
schools in Enugu State. 
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Table 2: t-test Results of Principals and Teachers on the Extent of Community 
Involvement in the Provision of Fund 
 
Respondents N x SD df t-cal t-critical Decision 

       Do not 

Principals 30 1.90 0.89 

 

   Reject 

Teachers 672 1.74 0.94 700 1.01 1.96 Ho 

 
The table shows that t-value is 1.01 and the critical value of t was 1.96. Since 

the calculated value of t was less than the critical value of t, the null hypothesis was not 
rejected. This means that no significant difference exist between the mean perception 
scores of principals and teachers regarding the extent of community involvement in the 
provision of funds for the administration of public secondary schools in Enugu State. 
 
Discussion of Findings 

The findings from the research question revealed that extent of community 
involvement in the provision of fund in public secondary schools in Enugu State were 
low. This is in agreement with what Eze (2002) in Odo (2007) observed that 
government alone appears unable to meet up with the financial demands of schools 
which make the involvement of the community in school funding imperative. In the 
same vein, Okeke (2008) advocated that all problems facing our educational system 
boils down to a crucial factor – inadequate funding. He advised that the private sector, 
communities and industrialists could help by contributing in cash and kind instead 
organizing lavish end of year party that creates ripples years in the society. 
 
 The result from the null hypothesis tested at .05 level of significant difference 
between the mean perception scores of principals and classroom teachers regarding the 
extent of community involvement in the funding of public secondary schools in Enugu 
state. This was in agreement with what Igwe (2000) in Oladele (2004) who noted that 
the funding of education should be a shared responsibility between the government, the 
community and the parents. In the same vein, Ukeje (2006) also advocated a sharing 
formular for the cost of education in which the community and the parents are 
stakeholders. This however, in totality encourages community involvement in the 
funding of public secondary schools since education for all (EFA) is a responsibility of 
all and sundry in any given society. 
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Conclusion 

The findings of the study showed that low involvement of members of 
community in funding of public secondary schools has demoralized some highly 
spirited individuals and philanthropist from donating generously to the public 
secondary school projects. 
 
Recommendations 
Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations were proffered. 

1. There is need to create more awareness regularly for the community to work 
together with the management for the smooth running of educational 
programmes. Therefore, a well define partnership between the members of the 
community and the school administration is very important as this will make 
them see themselves as partners in progress. 

2. The Enugu state chapter of All Nigeria conference of principals (ANCOPSS) 
should encourage their members to attend seminars/workshops /conference 
where they will be exposed to erudite scholars in education industry 

3. Regular interactive forum or programmes for instance radio- ink and meet the 
people-tour should be conducted for both the principals and community 
representatives to enable them to be actively involved as it concerns provision 
of fund.  
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